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Healthy Housing Capacity Building/Technical Assistance Initiative
About the Initiative
State and local organizations are leading significant advances in healthy housing programs. There is a need to translate lessons learned and successes between jurisdictions and to inform national best practices. Similarly, there is much healthy housing activity underway at the national level that could benefit state and local practitioners. Since 1992, the National Center for Healthy Housing (NCHH) has worked to build the capacity of states and localities to support healthy homes efforts by disseminating evidence-based best practices, providing training, developing new tools, fostering partnerships, and enabling peer-to-peer learning. NCHH is inviting applications from state and local government agencies and non-profit organizations for its Healthy Housing Capacity Building and Technical Assistance Initiative. This initiative is supported through a subcontract from the American Public Health Association (APHA) and funded through a cooperative agreement between the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and APHA.
Purpose of Initiative	
This initiative will provide technical assistance (TA) and/or capacity building to solve a specific challenge or barrier to advancing healthy housing. Successful applicants will receive the following: 
· 50 hours of TA from NCHH staff over a period of up to 6 months (between early December 2012 and May 31, 2013);
· One site visit (if needed) from NCHH staff to provide in-person TA and support;
· Opportunity to participate in at least four “learning network” webinars with other program participants. These meetings will provide targeted trainings, highlight relevant opportunities for healthy homes, and share new research. 

Examples of the types of TA/capacity building that may be provided through this initiative include but are not limited to:   
· Facilitating stakeholder meetings/convenings to advance healthy housing;
· Assisting with partnership development (e.g.,  integrating healthy housing into energy, housing, or public health programs or building community-based partnerships);
· Assisting with organizational development related to adopting healthy homes programs/approaches;
· Assisting with developing successful housing code administration programs;
· Building the applicant’s capacity to use Health Impact Assessment to inform decision-making.
Please note that training requests will be considered on a case-by-case basis; this initiative is not intended to support general healthy homes training. Training may be provided through this initiative if it is directly related to the applicant’s specific project or issue (e.g., basic training on housing codes or health impact assessment for key stakeholders involved on a specific project). Applicants interested in general healthy homes training should visit the National Healthy Homes Training Center and Network website at: http://www.nchh.org/Training/National-Healthy-Homes-Training-Center.aspx. 


Eligible Applicants
· State and local government agencies, tribes, and 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations. 
· Applicants in need of TA/capacity building for a discrete activity and specific topic that can be addressed within 6 months.
Lobbying Prohibition 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Note that the TA/capacity building work cannot involve lobbying, which is defined to include any  communication designed to (1) “support or defeat the enactment of legislation before the Congress or any State or local legislature or legislative body, except in presentation to the Congress or any State or local legislature itself” or (2) “support or defeat any proposed or pending regulation, administrative action, or order issued by the executive branch of any State or local government, except in presentation to the executive branch of any State or local government itself,” and any activity designed “to influence the enactment of legislation, appropriations, regulation, administrative action, or Executive order proposed or pending before the Congress or any State government, State legislature or local legislature or legislative body, other than for normal and recognized executive-legislative relationships or participation by an agency or officer of a State, local or tribal government in policymaking and administrative processes within the executive branch of that government.” 
Scoring Criteria 
NCHH plans to make 6 awards under this announcement. Applications will be scored using the following criteria (50 points total): 

· Need: The extent to which the applicant describes how the TA/Capacity Building can break down a barrier or offer a solution that will advance healthy housing (20 points). 
· Fit: The request is well-suited for TA and aligns with the skills and expertise of the NCHH team (15 points). See http://www.nchh.org/policy/capacitybuildingandtechnicalassistance.aspx for more information about the NCHH team and areas of expertise.
· Translation: The TA/Capacity Building on the specific issue or topic could yield nationally relevant best practices or case studies (15 points). 

Interested applicants should complete the application contained in the following pages and submit it by email to mharvey@nchh.org. Due to Hurricane Sandy and its impact on the East Coast, NCHH will accept applications through 5 p.m. EST on Friday, November 30, 2012. Applicants not affected by the storm are strongly encouraged to submit their applications by the original deadline of November 16, 2012. This will allow NCHH to begin review of the applications in a timely manner in order to select the 6 recipients by early to mid-December 2012. 







APPLICATION REQUEST FOR SERVICES

ORGANIZATION PROFILE AND REQUEST SUMMARY

DATE 			
NAME OF ORGANIZATION/AGENCY 								    
CONTACT PERSON (We will contact this person for all issues related to the initiative) 
														
MAILING ADDRESS 							 COUNTY			
CITY 						          	STATE 			  ZIP 			
OFFICE PHONE 				   	CELL PHONE 				
EMAIL 							
WEBSITE 												
ORGANIZATION TYPE (e.g., public, private, governmental) ____________________________________________________________________________________
Can the TA/Capacity Building be delivered in 6 months?   Yes_____    No_____

Summary of request (In 2-3 sentences, describe your request succinctly.): Project description and specific TA/Capacity Building request:






REQUEST DESCRIPTION 

1) How would you describe the area where this project would have the greatest impact: 		
___ Rural
___ Urban											
___Suburban

2) Describe the project or issue for which you are seeking TA/capacity building. What specific assistance are you requesting from NCHH? (e.g., facilitating a convening of key stakeholders, providing technical expertise on enforcing housing codes) Describe how this TA/capacity building could be completed within 6 months. (350 words maximum)  




3) How will this TA/Capacity Building help you advance your project goals or address the issue you are facing? How will you measure the success of this TA/capacity building effort? (200 words maximum) 





4) Do you think other communities or jurisdictions are facing a similar issue? Do you think the TA/capacity building provided through this initiative would yield examples that could be replicable in other areas of the country? (200 words maximum)





5) Would you like to be part of the “learning network” (a peer-to-peer learning community) offered through this initiative? If so, what would you like the learning network to include on its agenda to help you address the issue(s) you are facing? (150 words maximum)





6) Please describe your organization or agency’s ability to staff and coordinate the TA/capacity building you would receive through this initiative. Approximately how many total staff hours do you plan to devote to this effort? (150 words maximum)




GENERAL

Is there any other information that would help us better understand your request? (150 words maximum)




Important Submission Information

Before submitting your application, please review the following instructions:

______ Word Limit:  When you download and complete this form on your computer, please keep answers as brief as possible and adhere to the required word count. 
______ Font Size: Please use a minimum font size of 11 points.  
______ All applications are to be emailed. No hardcopy applications will be accepted. Please use Microsoft Word.
______  Email the application and attachments to mharvey@nchh.org by the deadline: 5 p.m. Eastern Time on Friday, November 30, 2012. We strongly encourage you to submit your application by the original deadline of November 16, 2012 if you are able to assist us in completing our review in a timely manner. You will receive an emailing confirming receipt of your application. If you do not receive a confirmation email within 3 business days, please call 202-280-1983.
______  Please do not send your application via mail, express mail, UPS, Federal Express, fax, or any method other than email. Please do not send additional and extraneous materials. 
Program Contact

Ruth Lindberg
Program Manager
National Center for Healthy Housing
Phone: 202-280-1983 
rlindberg@nchh.org
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